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reason for imputing to Talleyrand dissent from or even indifference to Napoleon's Iberian schemes. The most cosmopolitan of London drawing-rooms in Canning's time was that of Miss Lydia White, regularly visited by Canning, Castlereagh, Sir James Mackintosh, and an emporium of diplomatic gossip. " If," said to the present writer the late Mr Alfred Montgomery, "we knew the secrets of that house, we might find that as a visitor there Canning knew enough when as yet Talleyrand could not have told him a word about Tilsit/' Before the French Revolution had kindled the European conflagration, England, France, Portugal and Spain had become, by the Treaty of Paris in 1763, nominal allies. After Tilsit, Russian diplomacy in the person of the Czar's ambassador at Madrid, Baron Strogonoff, keenly alive to the precarious nature of any agreement with France, so worked upon the Spanish Government as to make it meditate hostilities against France in the Pyrenees. The plan was to unite England, Russia and Spain in maintaining the liberties of that very peninsula against which the Tilsit peace had given Napoleon a free hand. Every detail of this new arrangement became known to Napoleon on the day of his victory at Jena. Three years after the Anglo-Russian rupture completed at Tilsit, the Czar himself, in the December of 1810, withdrew from Napoleon's commercial system, and so by his own act cancelled the conspiracy to which he had with the French emperor been a party at the riverain frontier of his empire and of the Prussian monarchy. This secession was followed by a Russian proposal to England for action on behalf of absolutism in Spain.
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